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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


WOMEN'S  READY-MADE  CLOTHES 

Some  "better  way  of  sizing  women's  ready-made  clothing  and  dress  patterns 

than  "by  "bust  measure  alone  is  the  objective  in  the  newest  measuring  studjr  undertake: 

"by  the  Eederal  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  reports  , 

(Hame)      "  (Title) 

 .     Two  years  ago,  the  Bureau  started  a  similar  study  of 

(institution) 

children's  body  measurements  to  meet  the  need  for  "better  fit  in  children's  clothing. 

This  study  was  recently  completed,  after  147,000  children  from  4  to  17 
years  old  in  15  States  were  measured.    As  a  result,  the  Bureau  has  proposed  that 
children's  clothing  might  "be  sized  by  using  two  dimensions,  height  and  hip  girth, 
instead  of  the  unsatisfactory  age-size  system  in  use  at  present.     The  Bureau's 
proposals  are  "being  considered  "by  the  trade. 

While  the  children's  study  was  going  on,  manufacturers  and  retailers 
urged  the  Bureau  to  obtain  body  measurements  from  a  sufficiently  large  number  of 
women  of  varied  build  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  sizing  women's  ready-made  clothing. 
(Shis  study  is  now  under  way,  financed  by  the  Works  Progress  Administration. 

Fifty-nine  body  measurements  are  taken  on  each  woman,  compared  with  36 
on  the  children.     When  a  woman  buys  a  dress  by  bust  measure,  she  may  find  that  it 
is  tight  in  the  hips  or  loose  at  the  waistline.    Many  customers  have  had  trouble 
with  dresses  that  "popped"  at  the  skirt  seams  when  they  sat  down.     One  of  the  59 
measurements  takes  this  into  account. 

Other  points  where  garments  are  subject  to  strain,  if  a  v/oman  is  very 
active,  are  in  the  back  between  the  shoulders,  and  around  the  armholes.  The 
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measurements  will  include  these  parts  of  the  body  and,  when  related  to  other 
measurements  that  go  with  a  certain  type  of  "build,  will  indicate  whether  or  not 
extra  material  should  he  allowed  at  these  points. 

Some  of  the  measurements  taken  have  "been  requested  "by  manufacturers  of 
special  garments,  the  Federal  Bureau  reports.    Tor  instance,  slip  manufacturers  have 
asked  for  an  over- the- shoulder  dimension  that  will  guide  them  in  providing  shoulder 
straps.    Another  point  they  want  to  know  is  how  far  from  center  front  and  center 
oack  to  attach  shoulder  straps. 

Corset  and  foundation-garment  makers  want  certain  trunk  measurements. 
Stocking  manufacturers  want  information  to  use  as  a  guide  in  shaping  hose  at  the 
ankles  and  the  tops. 

There  is  no  prediction  yet  as  to  what  dimensions  will  prove  satisfactory 

for  sizing  ready-made  clothing  or  patterns,  says  . 

(Hame) 

Prohably  two  or  even  three  measurements  will  "be  necessary.  Meantime, 
many  women  from  all  walks  of  life  in  different  parts  of  the  country  are  being 
measured  through  women's  clubs,  parent-teacher  and  other  women's  organizations,  and 
retail  stores.     The  59  measurements  now  taken  are  completed  in  about  45  minutes. 
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